
 

 

CAPE FEAR COLONY 

In my book I described the arrival of the Thistle in 1739, bringing the first 

settlers from Argyll to the new colony of Cape Fear, North Carolina. It 

was said that it carried around 350 people, a very large number for such 

a small ship. Recent evidence (see below) has been unearthed that 

suggests the Thistle was in fact accompanied by a second ship, the 

Charming Molly. While this new evidence isn’t sufficient to say for 

definitely that this was the case, it does, however, at least offer a 

reasonable explanation of how 350 people arrived in Cape Fear in 1739. 

Thanks to Anne Landin, editor for The Argyll Colony Plus journal of the North 

Carolina Scottish Heritage Society, for providing me with the article below. 



 

 



 



 


